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23 March 2010 

City teams scoop two out of three prestigious awards

Pioneering teams from Nottingham have scooped two out of three prestigious health innovation awards.
Professor Angus Wallace, and Simon Dickinson, from Nottingham University Hospitals (NUH) NHS Trust and Barbara Thompson of Angel Med, have won the Breakthrough Award in the 2010 Da Vinci Health Technology Awards for their creation of the ClaviBraceTM – an adjustable frame device for collarbone fractures. Promising initial results led to an application for patent and ClaviBraceTM is now set to undergo clinical trials.

The Newcomer Award goes to Jonathan Richards, of Nottingham-based company, Medibord, and Dr Keith Langmack, from NUH NHS Trust. The partnership has worked to improve radiotherapy precision for cancer patients by creating MedibordTM , an MRI, CT and radiotherapy compatible material.

The Da Vinci Awards – established in 2005 - recognises collaboration between clinicians, researchers and industry to meet today's most pressing clinical challenges. 
Last night, Professor Shirley Pearce, Loughborough University’s Vice Chancellor, welcomed 120 people from the region’s hospitals, universities, innovation partners and healthcare industries to an awards ceremony at the university’s Sir Dennis Rooke Building. 
Malcolm Lowe-Lauri, Chief Executive of the University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust, gave a keynote address before host Anne Davies, of BBC East Midlands Today, announced the winners in the three categories, which carried a total prize pot of nearly £50,000. 

· Clinical Impact (sponsored by NHS East Midlands, the Strategic Health Authority)

· Breakthrough Award

· Newcomer Award
The £15,000 Clinical Impact Award was won by a team of doctors from Leicester. Dr Will Nicholson, from the University of Leicester, Dr Andre Ng and Dr Gerry McCann, from University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust, beat tough competition from across the region to take the SHA prize.

Kathy McLean, Medical Director and Lead Director for Innovation at NHS East Midlands, said:  “We are delighted to have sponsored the Clinical Impact Award as part of the 2010 Da Vinci Health Technology Awards.”
“We see innovation as a key catalyst in pursuing the goal of increased quality in healthcare. Shortening the time it takes best clinical practice to get from conception to being used in care delivery will help us achieve this goal. By building on our engagement and support of healthcare staff, and drawing on the experience and skills of professionals in industry and universities, we can encourage innovative thinking and practice across healthcare in the East Midlands for the benefit of our patients”.
This year’s awards are sponsored by NHS East Midlands, East Midlands Healthcare and Bioscience iNet, Harvey Ingram LLP, IPSO Ventures and Loughborough University.

ENDS

For further information please contact NHS East Midlands communications team on 0115 9684626.
NOTES TO EDITORS:
The Clinical Impact Award is funded from the East Midlands’ Regional Innovation Fund, which was launched in September 2009 after the Department of Health placed a legal duty on SHAs to promote innovation. The Fund offers NHS organisations and their partners in the region the chance to share a pot of cash to fund the adoption and spread of forward-thinking clinical practices.
The Da Vinci Awards were established in memory of Professor Peter Smith, a Loughborough academic working at the forefront of health technology innovation. Together with Tom Spyt, a cardiac surgeon from Glenfield Hospital, Peter founded the Da Vinci network in 2005 by to encourage Loughborough’s researchers to engage with Leicester’s clinicians to work together on new innovations to benefit patients. Today the Da Vinci network encourages collaboration across the East Midlands.

The Da Vinci Health Technology Innovation Awards is the flagship event of the network that encompasses the following activities:

· Informal networks to introduce clinicians to university researchers to engage in new multidisciplinary research 

· Workshops on specific clinical issues (acquired hospital infection, preventing falls, drug delivery, non-invasive cardiovascular intervention etc) with the specific aim of creating new research consortia

· Immersive secondments to build peer-to-peer understanding of clinical issues and research capabilities

· The primary objective of the Da Vinci Awards is to reward early stage research projects that are cross-disciplinary and ground breaking. The prize funding has been a vital catalyst in enabling the projects to secure further grant funding to commercialise the technology.  
The other shortlisted projects for the Clinical Impact Award were:

· PERFORMS – Self Assessment for Radiologists/Radiographers, Professor Alastair Gale, Loughborough University, Dr Anne Turnbull, Royal Derby Hospital and Dr Jonathan James, Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust

· I-BiT System – Virtual Reality Treatment for Amblyopia, Richard Gregson and Isabel Ash, Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust, Dr Lisa Banks, NHS Innovations East Midlands

· Exercise Training in Chronic Kidney Disease, Dr Alice Smith and Professor John Feehally, University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust, Dr Richard Ferguson and Dr Nicolette Bishop, Loughborough University

· Nottingham Prognostic Index Plus (NPI+) – Post-treatment, Professor Ian Ellis and Dr Des Powe, Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust, Dr Graham Ball, Nottingham Trent University, Dr Jon Garibaldi and Dr Andy Green, University of Nottingham

2009 Winners

· Newcomer winner: Lab-based in-vitro test to determine individual patient response to chemotherapy, £15k Hope Against Cancer Research Grant   £29k i.Net Collaborative Grant

· £1M Wellcome / DOH bid submitted September 2009 (direct follow on from Da Vinci & iNET)

· British Science Festival presentation (September 2009), national media coverage

· Breakthrough winner: A lab-based in vitro test to mimic human allergic response, £20k University of Nottingham pathfinder funding £165k BBSRC funding towards commercialisation (Follow-on-fund) 
· Clinical Impact winner: Corneal Strain Mapper, £20k EU/emda grant to enable the production of a prototype instrument scheduled for completion October 2009, field trials to follow shortly after.

· Clinical Impact highly commended: Nottingham Cataract Device, £300k Wellcome Trust Translational Award to accelerate commercialisation.
For further information about the Da Vinci network and awards please contact Anna Seddon on 01509 223445

About NHS East Midlands:

NHS East Midlands, the Strategic Health Authority (SHA), is the headquarters of the NHS in the East Midlands and was formally established on 1 July 2006, replacing the former Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Rutland Strategic Health Authority and Trent Strategic Health Authority. NHS East Midlands provides strategic leadership to NHS organisations in the counties of Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire and Rutland. The role of NHS East Midlands is to ensure that local health systems operate effectively and efficiently and that national standards and priorities are met in order to continually improve services for patients. The organisation works in partnership with local NHS trusts, regional government and other partners. NHS East Midlands is ultimately accountable to the Secretary of State for Health.
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